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Linda Shopes, independent
consultant in oral and public history,
United States
Linda Shopes has more than 30 years’
experience as an oral historian,
lecturer and teacher, as well as being
a past president of the United States
Oral History Association. Among her
publications are Oral History and
Public Memories, co-edited with
Paula Hamilton (2008).

This year's conference
promises to be an
unmissable event with
two fascinating keynote
speakers, practical
workshops and papers
addressing themes
including:

� What is a
community?
� Oral history in a
contested or divided
community
� How to make the
most of digital
resources 
� Oral history in
schools
� Creative
approaches to 
oral history

Simon Elmes, creative director, 
BBC Radio Documentaries Unit
Simon Elmes is responsible for the
development of new programmes
for BBC Radio 4, including the
acclaimed documentary series
Lives in a Landscape. He was also
the launch producer for the
Listening Project. His most recent
publication is Hello Again, 
a history of radio voices. 



Melissa Afentoulis, North
Aegean Greek islander migration to
Australia – 1950s to 1970s: ‘For a
better life we came ...’
Stacey Astill, Oral histories in the
Manx health service community
Yahia Baiza, Oral history and the
Ismailis of Afghanistan: history in
memory and practice
Vanessa Bartlett, Oral history
and online communities: a new tool
for archiving performing arts? 
Sarah Beck, Recognising and
reconciling US soldiers’ narratives in
the making of the documentary play
Yardbird
Margaret Bennett, Re-
connecting communities through
recorded memories
Natalie Braber and Diane
Davies, Using and creating oral
history in dialect research
Elaine Brown and Emma
Vickers, Now+Then: three
decades of HIV in Merseyside
Linda F Burghardt, Love, war,
betrayal, trust: how the Shoah
archives unite the Holocaust survivor
community
Alan Butler, Gathering unheard
voices: queer heritage in post-war
Plymouth

Romaine Farquet, Doing oral
history within a divided ‘community’:
challenges for an outsider
Craig Fees, ‘No foundation all the
way down the line’: being a
community oral historian revisited
Andrew Flinn and Julianne
Nyhan, Whose project is this?
Whose stories do we tell? Participatory
frameworks for community-based oral
history projects
Judith Garfield, 20 years on the
ground: lessons learnt and shedding 
a tear! 
Robert Hearn, Fading voices: an
oral history of rural abandonment in
the east Ligurian Apennines,
northwest Italy
Alex Henry and Peter Kay,
Beyond the map: memories of leisure
and play in the Ouseburn
Ruth Howard, Performing
controversy – oral history and a
community-engaged theatre process
with and about Toronto’s Jewish Left
Lee Humber, Communities of
stigma? Exploring the oral histories 
of communities of people with
intellectual disability and mental
health problems
Monika Kocevar, Forcibly
mobilised Slovenians into the 
German army 1942-1945
Chungwen Li, Presenting history 
by building culture heritage in the
community

Jane Carswell, An island
paradigm: a presentation about the
experience of undertaking the
creation and publication of an
archive of oral history recordings in a
Hebridean community
Nicoletta Christodoulou,
Taking the risk or being on the safe
side? Lessons learned from the
implementation of an oral history
project in a high school classroom
Andy Clark, University and high
school engagement in oral history: a
reflective analysis of the Scottish
Oral History Centre and Springburn
Academy, 2013-2014
Grete Dalum-Tids, Talking New
Towns: an online oral history project
capturing tales of the emergence of
Hertfordshire’s new towns
Maria DeLongoria, ‘We Don’t
Talk About That’: challenging
community silence
Anjali B Datta, Gendering oral
history: walled city and the Muslim
marginalization in post-partition
Delhi
William Eiduks and Len
Clarke, The Early Pestalozzi
children Project: recovering a lost
community
Fionnuala Fagan and Isobel
Anderson, Stories of the City:
performing the individual and
collective memories of Sailortown
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Suzanne Lilley, York
remembers Rowntree:
constructing an oral history in an
urban environment
YongLi Lu, XinjianXu, Yuyan
Wang, Xiaoyan Yang and
Lin Cai, Listening to the ancestors
between the lines of simplicity and
complexity: a tin embroidery
cultural study by teachers and
students in ethnic Miao Area
Kerry Massheder, Our
Humble Abodes: memories of
Liverpool’s court housing
Angela Maye-Banbury,
Rionach Casey and Lynda
Callaghan, Beyond the
academy: collaboration, housing
pathways and the Irish community
in Leicester and Sheffield
Georgios Michalopoulos, 
“I could not wait to get away from
the village”: Greek childtowns,
1947-52
Niamh Moore, Introducing the
‘collaborative stories spiral’: a
participatory methodology for
creating transformational oral
history research
Ben Morris, An effect of oral
history: correcting the record
Amy Tooth Murphy,
Community insider/community
outsider: reflections from both
sides of the fence

Cliona O’Carroll and Penny
Johnston, Getting to know your
digital audience: a case study from the
Cork Folklore Project, an oral history
group with a growing online presence
Siobhan O’Neill, Catherine
Brogan and Fiona Smith, Irish
voices: using creative engagement to
widen the reach of oral history
Katherine Onion, Communities of
experience: recreating a hidden
community and giving a sense of
validation to those who belonged to it
Natasha Picot, Gender
propaganda and counter-culture: 
the Women’s Liberation and ‘After’
(Women’s Liberation and After in
Nottingham project)
Joey Plaster, Conflict and
community: facilitating bridge-building
through oral history
Mary Kay Quinlan, Barbara W
Sommer and Nancy MacKay,
How communities fuelled by their
passions create oral history: three
reflections
Sharon Rapaport, Sephardi
Voices UK and Jamaican Hidden
Histories
Barbara Richardson, Alison
Leighton and Sue Russell, 
The evolution of physiotherapy: a
professional community
David Roberts and Polly
Rodgers, How can community oral
history and performance be used to
explore the complex impacts of
regeneration? 

Diana Salazar and Neil
Cheshire, Changing nature:
reflections on collecting stories from
the Edgecombe Hall Estate
Achim Saur, Strolling in virtual
space: history as a ‘drama of human
activity’
Jessica Schwartz, Compact
communities: oral histories of the
Marshallese diaspora in Arkansas
Pam Schweitzer, It takes a
village to raise a child: life story work
as a means of creating and
supporting communities
Lynette Shum, Teaching them to
fish: building a sound community in
New Zealand
Doug Smith, ‘Oral history, making
lives last’: how one secondary
school has attempted to bring oral
history to the classroom
Rosa Vilbr and Laura
Mitchison, Fellowship of
controversy: a multi-media
presentation of Sounds from the
Park, an oral and visual history of
Speakers’ Corner, Hyde Park
Richard Wallace, Voices of the
University of Warwick: institutional
histories and conflicting
communities
Michelle Winslow and Sam
Smith, I know it’s a bad illness but
I’ve had a good life: creating oral
history communities in palliative
care
Tony Wright, Diversity through
collaborative working
Keith Yanner and Katie
Gaebel, The limits of oral history:
crisis and privilege among ethnic
minority refugees from Burma in the
American Midwest



PROVISIONAL
CONFERENCE
PROGRAMME
FRIDAY 18th JULY
09.30 Registration opens – coffee

10.00-11.00 Practical workshops (parallel sessions). Open to delegates and non-delegates.
Recording clinic: Expert advice on any sound recording queries or problems 
Heritage Lottery Fund surgery
Current issues in copyright and ethics

11.00-11.15 Break

11.15-12.30 Welcome and conference opening followed by opening plenary 
by Simon Elmes

12.30-13.45 Lunch

13.00-13.40 Practical workshop: Oral history and family history

13.45-15.30 Parallel sessions 1

15.30-16.00 Break

16.00-17.45 Parallel sessions 2

19.30 Conference meal at School of Art

SATURDAY 19th JULY
09.15 Registration opens – coffee 

09.30-10.30 Plenary: Linda Shopes

10.45-12.15 Parallel sessions 3

12.15-14.15 Lunch

12.15-13.30 OHS annual general meeting (all welcome)

13.30-14.10 Practical workshop: Future-proofing your oral history collection –
funding challenges and opportunities 

13.30-14.00 A role for oral history: a performance of songs and monologues 
inspired by Henry Mayhew’s London Labour and the London Poor
(Tina McKevitt and Matt Hegarty)

14.15-15.45 Parallel sessions 4

15.45-16.00 Break

16.00-17.45 Parallel sessions 5

17.45 Conference ends



VENUE AND PARTNERS
The conference will take place at the All Saints campus
of Manchester Metropolitan University. All Saints
campus is located on Oxford Road, Manchester M15
6BH, a mile from Manchester city centre. 

By Rail
Take a train from Piccadilly to Oxford Road, which
is a five-minute walk from the All Saints campus. From
Victoria station, take the Metrolink tram to St Peter’s
Square, from which the All Saints campus is a 10-
minute walk. 

By Bus
Take the 147 bus from Piccadilly railway station to the
stop outside the BBC on Oxford Road. You can also get
numerous buses heading towards south Manchester
(bus number 41, 42, 43, 85, 111, 250, 256), which all
stop at the All Saints campus. Visit Transport for Greater
Manchester (www.tfgm.com) for more information.

By Car
From the M56, south of Manchester, keep in right hand
lanes at junction three (signposted City Centre) and
continue from the end of the M56 onto A5103
(Princess Parkway), signposted Manchester city centre.
Continue ahead until you reach a major roundabout with
an overpass and take the third exit, signposted Sheffield
A57(M). At next roundabout take the first exit onto
Cambridge Street, turn right onto Chester Street and
right onto Oxford Road.
From the M60, north and east of Manchester, exit at
junction 22 and turn right at traffic lights onto A62.
Continue until the end and turn left onto A665 then,
following signs for Universities, turn right. Bear left just
before the road rises to become the Mancunian Way
and join the dual carriageway, immediately moving into
the right hand filter lane to turn right (signposted
Manchester Aquatics Centre) onto Grosvenor Street.
Follow sign for MMU onto Oxford Road.
From the M602, west of Manchester, proceed to the
end of the M602, join the A57(M) (Mancunian Way)
and leave by the slip road (signposted Universities)
immediately after the MMU buildings visible on both
sides of the carriageway. Follow the slip road from the
Mancunian Way round to the left and join the dual
carriageway (Upper Brook Street). Take the first right into
Grosvenor Street, then turn right onto Oxford Road.
Input the postcode M15 6BH into your satellite
navigation system to get to the All Saints campus.

Parking
There is limited on-road parking and multi-story car
parking facilities around All Saints Campus, although

spaces are limited and parking charges are
expensive. Details of car parks within walking
distance and campus parking information can be
found at www2.mmu.ac.uk/travel/allsaints/. 

Staying in Manchester
www.visitmanchester.com/ provides
comprehensive information about what’s
happening in and around Manchester, including
information on booking hotels, B&Bs and hostels
across Manchester. 
The nearest budget hotels to All Saints campus
are:
• Hotel ibis, Princess Street
• Holiday Inn Express, Oxford Road
• Premier Inn, Portland Street

The Oral History Society is a registered charity which
publishes a twice-yearly journal, Oral History; organises
conferences and workshops; operates a comprehensive
regional advice and information network for members using
oral history in schools, further education, libraries, museums
and communities including reminiscence work with older
people; offers a range of training courses and maintains a
comprehensive website. Individual membership costs £30
per year and benefits include reduced rates for conferences,
the illustrated journal, access to specialists and regional
networkers, advice and regular mailings of activities of
interest to members. For further details contact Rob Perks,
British Library Oral History Section, 96 Euston Road, London
NW1 2DB; tel 020 7412 7405; www.ohs.org.uk 

The Manchester Centre for Regional History is
based in the Department of History, Politics and Philosophy
at Manchester Metropolitan University. The centre
promotes research, activities and events which bring
together history scholars, practitioners and enthusiasts, and
encourages collaborative, multi-disciplinary projects with a
broad range of institutions, groups and individuals who are
interested in innovative research into communities,
localities, and regions. The centre has particularly strong
expertise in oral history, and provides training and support to
groups undertaking oral history projects.
www.hssr.mmu.ac.uk/mcrh/
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REGISTRATION
FORM
I would like to register for the Community Voices: Oral History on the Ground conference and have ticked the
appropriate boxes below and provided the necessary payment (one copy of the form per person) 

Name: ................................................................................................................................................................................................

Organisation (if any): ......................................................................................................................................................................

Address: ............................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................

Email: ............................................................................................................ Tel: ............................................................................

Please tell the conference administrator if you have any special access, mobility or dietary requirements or if you require
any further information: Belinda Waterman, belinda@essex.ac.uk, tel +44 (0)1206 872313

Please tick the appropriate fee category: 
Conference Fee: Your conference fee covers all conference sessions, lunch, tea and
coffee on both days. 
� Please tick if you want vegetarian lunch and dinner
� £150.00 standard fee 
� £105.00 fee for Oral History Society members. Joining now entitles you to the

reduced conference rate and saves you up to £30, in which case please include
the appropriate additional payment (see subscription rates below*) 

� £65.00 concessionary fee for full time students/ unwaged/ pensioners (please
provide evidence) 

Conference Dinner Pre-booking essential 
£25 for hot fork buffet on Friday evening (not included in the conference fee). 
Price includes wine, coffee and water.

� I enclose payment of £............... Cheques made payable to the Oral History Society 
OR
� Charge the above total payment to my credit card: Visa/Mastercard

Name as it appears on card...........................................................................

Card No:........................................................................................................................

Expiry date:........................... Signature:.....................................................................

Address at which card is registered if different from above:.............................................................................................................

Please return this form by Friday 27 June 2014 to the conference administrator: 
Belinda Waterman, ‘Community Voices’ Conference, Department of History, 
University of Essex, Wivenhoe Park, Colchester CO4 3SQ 

Please retain a copy of this form. The final programme will be available on the conference website 
at the beginning of July: www.ohs.org.uk 

*Subscription Rates Individuals: United Kingdom £30.00, International £45.00; 
Institutions/Groups: United Kingdom £50.00, International £65.00. 
All subscriptions to run yearly from 1st January.

� Conference Fee 

£.................................................

� New Membership Fee 

£.................................................

� Dinner 

£.................................................

TOTAL PAYMENT: 

£.................................................


