
 
Press Release 27/6/12: 
 
National award for ‘Pride in our Past’  
 
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender history of the City of Plymouth 
wins’ Most Inspirational Community Archive’  
 
A project to uncover and celebrate the little-discussed lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender (LGBT) history of the City of Plymouth has won ‘Most 
Inspirational Community Archive’ in the first national awards given by the 
Community Archives and Heritage Group. 
 
The judges praised the way the project had ‘gathered the voices of and given 
a voice to often-ignored communities’.   
 
‘Pride in our Past’ was made possible by an award from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund (HLF) of £35,000 which enabled the Plymouth Pride Forum and other 
LGBT groups and individuals, from within the city of Plymouth, to work in 
collaboration with the Plymouth and West Devon Record Office, and create an 
archive to access, frame and interpret this often unconsidered aspect of 
Plymouth's history. Much of the specific history of the LGBT community was 
stored only in the memories of its older members and was therefore likely to 
be lost if not captured.  
 
A number of volunteers worked as oral historians and community archivists. 
They interviewed members of the LGBT community about their experiences of 
living in Plymouth and collected photographs and other documents and 
memorabilia.  
 
‘The visible part of this project was to capture information, artefacts and 
memories’, says Alan Butler, PhD student with Plymouth University. ‘But the 
project’s impact has been all about people and all about pride. ‘Pride in Our 
Past’ has allowed many to reclaim their own past in its entirety and celebrate 
it. We’re delighted to be honoured with this national award.’ 
 
From April till the end of June, the “Pride in Our Past” project has formed the 
basis of an exhibition at Plymouth City Museum and Art Gallery and 
highlighted the on-going work of Plymouth’s new LGBT archive. 
 
The Plymouth LGBT archive can be accessed at: 
http://plymlgbtarchive.org.uk/ 
 
For further information about the Pride in Our Past project please visit: 
http://lgbt-history.prideinplymouth.org.uk/ 
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For further information, please contact 
Please contact Alan Butler at the Plymouth LGBT Archive on 07746410593 or 
plymlgbtarchive@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Notes to Editors 
The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) enables communities to celebrate, look after 
and learn more about our diverse heritage. From our great museums and 
historic buildings to local parks and beauty spots or recording and celebrating 
traditions, customs and history, HLF grants open up our nation’s heritage for 
everyone to enjoy. Since 1994 it has supported more than 26,000 projects, 
allocating over £4 billion across the UK. www.hlf.org.uk 
 
The Community Archives and Heritage Group (CAHG) celebrates the 
contribution of community archives and shares good practice. The Group is 
supported by the Archives and Records Association (UK & Ireland), the lead 
professional body for archivists and record managers.  
 
www.communityarchives.org.uk 
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